RG4N Candidate Forum Questions

	ISSUE
	INCUMBENT 

QUESTIONS
	NON-INCUMBENT
QUESTIONS (if different)

	The Big Box ordinance took over 16 months to get through the city adoption process, from October 2005 to February 2007. By contrast, the McMansion ordinance was put into place as an interim ordinance after barely one month of public process in February 2006, with a full permanent ordinance in place four months later.
	· How do you explain the 16 months it took to approve the Big Box ordinance (a 2.5 page document) when other ordinances are put in place within a much shorter timeframe?

· When did you first learn about the City Manager's potential conflict of interest with regard to the Big Box ordinance? How do you explain the fact that she was able to direct staff's actions on the ordinance until this conflict of interest was made public?
	· Had you been in office when the Big Box ordinance was proposed, would you have supported it? What would your primary concerns have been? How would you have approached opposition to the ordinance from developers and other Council members? 
· How would you have responded to the City Manager’s potential conflict of interest?

	While the owner of the Northcross property may have the zoning required to place a supercenter there, City Council has the power to change aspects of City code to mitigate the negative impact of this type of use on nearby residential areas. In addition, the Council has the power to amend the Code to address identified problems and loopholes.
	· Would you propose and sponsor ordinance changes to mitigate the impact of such a use near residential areas, such as limiting hours of operation? 
· Would you propose and sponsor ordinance changes to address problems and loopholes identified in City Code during the Northcross situation, such as the ability of a big box store to obtain approval for a garden center without a conditional use permit and the lack of traffic impact analysis for residential streets near a large development?
	Same questions

	The city's one stop development review shop has been created to assist in getting projects through the process faster for business and developer interests. However, the process has resulted in many projects being approved with significant violations of the code or incomplete responses to code issues. This has been caused by inadequate funding for Code review, significant staff turnover, and pressure on staff to approve projects quickly such as job performance ratings tied to project turnaround rather than completeness.
	What accountability or oversight of the current process have you pursued to make sure that approved projects fully comply with City code? 
	Do you believe the current development review process ensures all approved projects fully comply with City code? If not, how would you change the current process?


	Projects that may have significant neighborhood impact often work their way through the city review process for many months before a formal application is submitted that triggers notification to surrounding property owners and neighborhood associations.
	· Would you sponsor a change in the land development code that would require notification of a project when the City Staff is first engaged by the developer in discussion concerning the project? 
· Would you support changing the code to require a meeting between the neighbors, neighborhood association, developer and city staff to identify community issues before staff begin reviewing the proposal? 
	Same questions

	Growth in Austin has created significant tension between neighborhood interests and developer interests.
	· What actions have you initiated to proactively deal with this tension, and what priorities did you base these actions on? 
· What do you believe the City Council can and should do to handle growth? 
	· What actions would you take to deal with the tension between neighborhood and developer interests, and what priorities would you base these actions on? 
· What do you believe the City Council can and should do to handle growth?

	Local businesses are a critical component of the local economy and a key contributor to what makes Austin different.
	· What is one key action that you as a City Council member would take to encourage and support locally owned and operated businesses? 
· What is the biggest mistake you think City Council could make on this matter?
	Same questions


